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4-H is the Youth Development Program of the Cooperative Extension System of the University of Connecticut’s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources.  4-H offers hands-on education programs- citizenship, leadership, life skills - for youth ages 7 through 19.  Each year, we offer a citizenship education program for youth, 12 and older and adults.  On Wednesday, April 16, we will conduct the annual full day State 4-H Citizenship Day at the Capitol in Hartford.  Teens from around the state will learn how our political process works by taking part in an experiential program which will include conducting a mock hearing and meeting with elected officials and their aides to discuss issues and concerns from their districts.  

The program is planned by a youth/adult partnership committee to address issues currently facing youth in Connecticut.  The day is designed to give youth an opportunity to learn more about these issues, brainstorm solutions and discover how to make change using the democratic process.  Issues covered during the past few years include "should teens be allowed to seek treatment for depression/suicidal concerns without parental notification", "mandatory community service in schools as well as for convicted offenders" and "charging juveniles as adults for delinquent crimes".  

By bringing in people close to the issues to give the youth the information and arranging tours and meetings with local agencies and legislators or their aides, the youth have an opportunity to learn more about the issues for their brainstorming sessions.

This year, we will address the topic of Teens & Cybersafety.  Speakers familiar with all aspects of teen internet safety and internet crime fighting will challenge the teen participants to brainstorm ways they might help address this issue in their home communities.  We will provide an opportunity for youth to take an active role as part of the solution.

(OVER)

We will be learning more about this issue and how it is being addressed by the legislature.  The group will look at some solutions from a teen perspective. The first part of the morning's program will include a presentation to provide general information to all the participants.   We will then break into small groups to visit legislators or their aides to discuss this concern and other issues which are of concern to the participants.  Opportunities to visit some of the historical sites around the Capitol will be provided.  The afternoon program will involve more small group work on determining pros and cons of the bill and taking a vote.  (a simulation of the legislative process)

About 100 youth from around the state have registered for this program.  While every effort was made to plan around the school vacation time, due to the varied vacation schedules, some participants will be requesting an approved absence from school in order to attend.  Please extend credit to the 4-H members from your district who have registered to participate in this program which has been of significant benefit to past participants.

I would like to share with you the thoughts of one of our recent participants who is now on the planning committee for this year's program.  "I want teens to know that they can be active in local government and make a difference, even if they are not 18 and old enough to vote yet.  I believe that if we encourage youth to be active at a younger age in their local governments, they will appreciate their privilege to vote when they turn 18."

If you have questions, or I can be of help in any way, please contact me at 860-345-4511.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Emily McCabe Alger
4-H Program Coordinator

